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Timber framing is far from a lost
art. The architectural style “isn’t
for everybody,” says one builder,

“but 1t gives a well-made building

that 1s going to last.’
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Mark Dresden,

of Middletown
Township, opted
to use timber
framing for the
addition that houses
his pipe organ.

Old-fashioned craft
enjoys a renaissance

hen Mark
Dresden
wanted to
add an over-
size music room to his
home in Middletown
Township, he chose to
use timber framing. It is
a type of construction that
dates back more than
2,000 years but appears to
be having a renaissance.
Timber-framed
buildings have a skele-
ton of thick wood beams, usually widely
spaced full visible inside, instead of the
hidden two-by-fours and other relatively
skimpy lumber that are used for the frame-
work of most conventional houses.

“My hobby is playing pipe organs,” said
Dresden, a retired pharmaceutical market
researcher. “I've seen some timber framing
and always liked it. From time to time, you
find churches constructed this way, and 1
liked the open feel of it.”

The interior of Dresden’s 42-foot-by-
42-foot addition does have some of the
aura of a church. The addition;s 8-by-10-
inch oak structural timbers span the inside
of the sides and roof, the ceiling soars to 24
feet at the roof ridge and there is a huge,
arched window at one end.

Dresden’s pipe organ, salvaged from a

Gene
Austin
Home Front

closed-down theater, adds to the churchy
atmosphere, although the organ’s pipes are
housed behind a partition. The room also
houses an electric organ and a grand piano
that plays piano rolls. The exterior of the
addition has rustic spruce siding with a
natural finish.

Dresden’s addition was built by Hugh
Lofting Timber Framing Inc., of West
Grove. Lofting who founded his business
in 1981, was one of the area’s first mod-
ern-era timber framers and is still one of a
very few in the area who does his own

joinery or shaping of the intricate mortise-

and-tenon joints that mark timber framing.

Classic timber-frame joints, the type
used by Lofting, are held together in fin-
ished construction with wood pegs rather
than metal fasteners. “There’s no question
timber framing is growing by leaps and
bounds,” Lofting said.

John MacFarland, who owns Tohickon
Timber Frames, in Revere, agreed, saying,
“It looks like a busy year.”

“There seems to be a lot of interest,
more than there was five or six years ago,”
said MacFarland, who makes his own

joints, sometimes using timbers salvaged

from old barns.

“Timber framing isn’t for everybody,”
he noted, “but it gives a well-made build-
ing that is going to last.”

Builder magazine, a trade magazine for

the National Association of Home Builders,
also took note of a “timber-frame revival”
with a feature article under that headline in

arecent issue, although the article conceded
that no statistics are available to gauge the
extent of the interest in timber framing.”

Joel McCartey, a New Hampshire tim-
ber framer who is president of the Timber
Framers Guild of North America, a trade
group in Keene, N.H., said the guild’s
membership “has grown dramatically” to
about 800 from a start-up membership of
140 in 1985, providing a clear clue to the
growing popularity of the building style.

According to a guild publication, the
timber-framing revival actually began
about, 1970, after a post-Second World
War “period of really serious disrespect for
wood construction.”

McCartey said many timber framers are
not only building homes and barns but
churches, stores, libraries and concert halls.
“There’s also a growing movement to use
wood that is recycled,” he said. “We often
tear down old buildings to build new ones.”

Although even timber-framing purists
such as Lofting use some power tools to
help cut labor costs and stay competitive,
hand tools such as wood chisels and
drawknives, similar to tools that have been
around for centuries, are still used regularly.

Lofting said the surge in timber framing
has “some good and bad in it.”






